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delegate arose and reproachfully accused the former
speaker of trying to take labour back into the Dark
Ages and of failing to realize that this was a new
world which was not going to be fettered by any of
the old ideas. Really he was so sad about it all that,
on the whole, it was rather a moving spectacle.
It is this aesthetic divorce of labour from work
that is behind much of what we may call "industrial
Unrest." There is a great clatter about rights and
only a few whisperings about work. The prevailing
tendency is to agree with those who assert that the
war made a "new world" and that the great cata-
clysm of war swept away all of the unloveliness and
hardship which have been with us for so many thou-
sands of years. But if you will look about, you will
discover that fish are just as hard as ever to take
from the sea; that grain does not grow any more
readily or more quickly than ever it did; that the
mines do not give up their contents by tapping them
with a wand, and that there are no fairies about ready
to clothe and feed the multitude. The more you
examine into this old world the less you can dis-
cover in the way of improvement wrought by several
years of war. It is poorer than it was, it is producing
less than it did, and it has its sense of values consider-